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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

LANDSCAPE

Officer name: Maxine Russell
Date: 27/09/2024

	Application No:
	20/05805/OUT

	Proposal:
	Demolition of existing agricultural building and development of up to 100 dwellings, public open space, land for burial ground and associated works with access via Little Common

	Site Address:
	Land South West of White Horse Business Park, Trowbridge, 

	Case Officer:
	Jemma Foster



Recommendations:

	
	No Comment

	
	Support

	
	Support subject to conditions (please set out below)

	
	Object (for reasons set out below)

	x
	No objections 



Additional information received

1. Masterplan Document (Turley August 2023)

The masterplan document covers the entire allocated site identified in Wiltshire Housing Allocation Policy H2.2. This enables a holistic design approach for the parcels of land being developed separately by Castlewood Property Ventures and Vistry Group. As a response to planning consultations the developable area has been reduced to provide an adequate coalescence buffer to North Bradley and mitigation for bats. The document notes that 70% of the sites will be green infrastructure. 

The proposed layout pulls the development to the north east boundary allowing for the visual separation between Trowbridge and North Bradley. The area includes formal and informal recreation with enhancements for landscape character and biodiversity, including a diverse range of habitats to support protected species. The hierarchy of streets explores the opportunities to include street trees in grass verges for primary routes and elsewhere if achievable.

2. Illustrative sketch design for the Castlewood parcel demonstrates conformity to the masterplan document.

3. Landscape and Visual technical note for the Castlewood parcel

The note is provided in response to address the landscape and visual issues raised in the planning consultation and the revised masterplan. Key changes in the design include a reduction in the number of houses and removal of the care home. The developable area has been moved to the north east allowing for the creation of a large, linear area of green infrastructure which provides visual separation to North Bradley and space for recreation and ecological enhancements. I am happy with the responses provided in the note to the comments raised and that these concerns have been addressed in the overall masterplan.

In terms of the conclusions of the LVIA I agree with the note that they are still valid but with slight beneficial visual and landscape effects due to the reduction of housing units. 
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