Hi Olivia,

Re: PL/2023/03359, Construction and operation of anaerobic digestion facility, ancillary infrastructure and construction of new access from Ashton Road
Land West of Ashton Road, Ashton Keynes, Wilts, SN6 6QT

I have reviewed the above planning application and have the below comments from Public Protection:

Noise
The noise report by SLR (ref: 404.11923.00004_0019) has been read and findings noted. I have outstanding concerns regarding the elevated noise levels above background noise levels with this proposal. Although it is appreciated background levels are low, I would expect to see provision of mitigation to achieve a rating level closer to background levels. 
With any permission granted, the following condition is recommended in respect to amenity of nearby residents during the construction phases of the development:
No construction or demolition work shall take place on Sundays or Public Holidays or outside the hours of 08:00 to 18:00 Monday to Friday and 08:00 to 13:00 on Saturdays. 
Reason: Core policy 57, Ensuring high design and place shaping such that appropriate levels of amenity are achievable.

Odour
The Air Quality assessment by Acorn Bioenergy Ltd (ref: ETL733/2023/AQIA/Final/V1.0) has been read and findings noted. Typically, odour reports reference odour concentrations expressed in terms of Odour Units per metre cubed of air (ouE/m3), dispersion models to calculate mean odour concentrations and the Environment Agency Odour Management guidance. I have not seen these referenced in the submitted report. 


Air Quality
In line with our attached soon to be published Wiltshire Council Air Quality Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), the following information is to be provided:

1. Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
Air quality is of significance across Wiltshire due to development pressures and prevailing air quality concerns and needs to be protected across the county where development adds internal combustion engine vehicles to its road network. With any parking provisions, we require all new developments to submit a scheme for Ultra Low Energy Vehicles (ULEV) charging. The following condition applies:
No development shall commence on site until a scheme of Ultra Low Energy Vehicle infrastructure has been submitted to the LPA. The scheme must be approved by the LPA prior to implementation and thereafter be permanently retained.
               
Reason: Core Policy 55; Development proposals, which by virtue of their scale, nature or location are likely to exacerbate existing areas of poor air quality, will need to demonstrate that measures can be taken to effectively mitigate emission levels in order to protect public health, environmental quality and amenity.

Please note, our EV charging requirements go further than The Building Regulations Approved Document S ‘Infrastructure for the charging of electric vehicles’ (AD-S) in that we require the number of commercial EV charging points to be 20% of overall parking spaces, at a minimum. As nitrogen dioxide is created as a waste product of combustion engines, these EV requirements are considered paramount in meeting the objectives of the council’s Air Quality Action Plans and the requirements of section 83A of the Environment Act 1995 (as amended by Schedule 11 of the Environment Act 2011). 

1. Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
A CEMP will be needed to ensure air quality is managed throughout the construction phase of the development. The following condition applies:
The development hereby approved shall not commence until a Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The CEMP shall include details of the following relevant measures:
1. An introduction consisting of construction phase environmental management plan, definitions and abbreviations and project description and location;
1. A description of management responsibilities; 
1. A description of the construction programme; 
1. Site working hours and a named person for residents to contact; 
1. Detailed Site logistics arrangements; 
1. Details regarding parking, deliveries, and storage; 
1. Details regarding dust and noise mitigation; 
1. Details of the hours of works and other measures to mitigate the impact of construction on the amenity of the area and safety of the highway network; and 
1. Communication procedures with the LPA and local community regarding key construction issues – newsletters, fliers etc. 

There shall be no burning undertaken on site at any time.
Construction hours shall be limited to 0800 to 1800 hrs Monday to Friday, 0800 to 1300 hrs Saturday and no working on Sundays or Bank Holidays. 

Reason: Core policy 57, Ensuring high design and place shaping such that appropriate levels of amenity are achievable.

1. Low Emission Travel Plan
A site specific low emission travel plan is to be submitted which details how vehicle trips will be minimised and sustainable travel to and from the site promoted.  A low emission travel plan goes further that a regular travel plan and is expected to consider further opportunities for promotion of low emission vehicles and alternative fuels. Minimum requirements for low emission travel plans are provided in Appendix D of the SPD. The requirement for a travel plan should incorporate the requirements of the current (and any future editions) Development related Travel Plan Guidance https://pages.wiltshire.gov.uk/development-related-travel-plan-guidance.pdf.   

No development shall commence on site until a Low Emission Travel Plan has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

Reason: Core policy 57, Ensuring high design and place shaping such that appropriate levels of amenity are achievable.

Let me know if you have any queries.

Kind regards,
Sophia
Sophia Beglinger
Environmental Health Officer
Environmental Control and Protection
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