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The purpose of this report 

1.1. This report details the scope and methods used for the pre-application consultation and 

engagement with local communities and stakeholders regarding Acorn Bioenergy’s development 

proposals for an anaerobic digestion plant at Ashton Keynes.  

1.2. The report also provides details of the outcomes of the consultations and how the proposed 

development has been influenced through community and stakeholder feedback. 

The structure of this report 

This report is set out in the following sections: 

Page 3 - Section 2 introduces the background of the application; 

Page 3 - Section 3 sets out the policy context; 

Page 4 - Section 4 describes the approach to community and stakeholder engagement; 

Page 7 - Section 5 outlines the community and stakeholder feedback; 

Page 8 - Section 6 outlines Acorn Bioenergy’s responses to key feedback received; 

Page 9 - Section 7 sets out the next steps. 
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2.0 Introduction 

2.1. This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is submitted to Wiltshire Council, on behalf of 

Acorn Bioenergy as part of a planning application for a new anaerobic digestion plant at Ashton 

Keynes, on land to the west of Ashton Road, opposite the Aggregate Industries sand and gravel 

quarry.  

2.2. The proposals are for the construction of an anaerobic digestion plant. The plant will provide 

renewable, carbon negative energy for the UK by producing biomethane. The plant will also 

produce two by-products; digestate, which will be used as fertiliser on local farms and CO2, which 

can be used for industrial purposes. The plant will help with the huge need for greener fuel for the 

UK in its transition to net zero as well as ensuring greater energy security. Anaerobic digestion is a 

tried and tested technology, centuries old, that can produce green energy to heat homes and 

power HGVs. 

3.0 Policy context 

3.1. Community and stakeholder engagement is a key aspect of the planning process as set out in 

current Local Planning Authority policies and guidelines. 

Wiltshire Statement of Community Involvement 

3.2. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended) required councils to publish a 

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) detailing how it will engage local communities and 

other interested parties in producing the Local Plan and determining planning applications. 

3.3. The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out how we will involve Wiltshire Council, local 

residents, businesses and community groups in the preparation of planning documents and the 

consideration of planning applications. 

3.4. Wiltshire Council have an SCI, adopted in 2020.  

3.5. In the SCI, it says the Council “particularly want to ensure that those who may not always be 

involved have their opportunity to speak” about applications. 

3.6. When undertaking community engagement, applicants are expected to follow good practice 

guidelines as outlined in the Wiltshire Council SCI.  

An extract from the SCI on best practice pre-application consultation is below:  
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“We will use a variety of consultation methods, ensuring that those used are proportionate to the 

scale and impact of the proposal, appropriate to those we need to consult and within available 

resources.”  

 

4.0 The approach to community and stakeholder engagement 

Introduction and background to the consultations 

4.1. The preparation of this planning application follows a process of statutory and stakeholder 

consultation as well as public consultation and community engagement.   

4.2. Acorn is also submitting a pre-consultation application to the Environment Agency as they are a 

key stakeholder in the project and will be submitting an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

as part of the planning application. 

4.3. An in-person public exhibition was undertaken for the application. This was for local residents, 

businesses and stakeholders and took place on Monday 12th December at South Cerney Village 

Hall, School Lane, South Cerney. The timing of the exhibition was designed to encourage 

maximum attendance; the exhibition started at 4pm and finished at 7pm.  

4.4. The public exhibition was held on a day that was not a religious or public holiday, to ensure it was 

open and accessible to all.   

Stakeholder engagement 

Elected Members 

4.5. Prior to the public exhibition, elected representatives from Wiltshire Council were briefed on the 

proposals and throughout the application process over the phone and via email, starting on the 16 

November 2022. These included the key political stakeholders, including the ward councillor for 

the site, relevant senior councillors and the constituency MP. The elected representatives were 

also offered a face-to-face briefing on the proposals.  

4.6. A meeting was held on 19 December 2022 with the Leader of the Council, Cllr Richard Clewer, and 

the Cabinet Member for Planning, Cllr Nick Botterill. The key themes that were discussed are 

below. 

• Odour 
• Vehicle movements  
• Impact on local food production – whether it would change the landscape 
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• Biodiversity 
• Flooding 

4.7. Ward councillors and senior councillors were also briefed on the feedback received during the    

consultation and the number of people who attended the public exhibition on 12 December 2022. 

Members were offered follow-up discussions post the public consultation and prior to the 

submission of the planning application.  

4.8. Prior to the public exhibition, we also contacted Ashton Keynes Parish Council, which is the parish 

council covering the site, and South Cerney Parish Council, offering them a meeting with Acorn 

Bioenergy. Key points discussed at each meeting are below: 

4.9. Ashton Keynes Parish Council: (Meeting held on 18th January 2023) 

• Impact on the water table, the local SSSI, flooding 
• Impact on biodiversity and nature in the area, including the reed beds and migrating bird 

populations 
• Traffic movements through the village and the state of Ashton Road  
• Quantity of feedstock supply concerns 
• Choice of location 

 
4.10. South Cerney Parish Council: (Meeting held on 21st February 2023)  

• Rationale for choice of location  
• Impact on biodiversity and nature in the area and how this is measured 
• Impact on local tourism 
• Location of where feedstocks will be coming from 
• Impact on local road network and how this could be mitigated  
• Definition of biomethane as green energy 

 
4.11. Public Consultation 

4.12. A variety of best practice consultation methods have been used to inform local stakeholders and 

local residents about the consultation and to encourage them to participate in the process.  

4.13. An invitation letter was sent to residents informing them of the proposals and inviting them to the 

public exhibition. The invitation letter was sent in the post to 2,576 households and businesses in 

the surrounding areas. The letter was delivered on 28 November 2022. 

A copy of the invitation letter can be found in Appendix 1 and a map of the full mailing area can be 

found in Appendix 2. 

4.14. A dedicated project website was set up to provide local residents and businesses information 

about the proposals and a chance to give feedback if they were not able to attend the exhibition. 
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Data displayed on the website were predicted values at the time of the public exhibition and may 

have evolved following further detailed assessments.  

The link to the project website is here: https://www.ashtonkeynesgreenenergy.com/ 

The website went live on 28 November 2022. It contains all the information available at the public 

exhibition, including an introduction to Acorn Bioenergy, information about anaerobic digestion, 

images of the proposals and an online questionnaire which invited residents to comment directly 

on the proposals. This can be found in Appendix 6.  

Screenshots from the website can be found in Appendix 3. 

4.15. A drop-in public exhibition for local residents, businesses and stakeholders was organised and 

took place on the following date: 

▪ Monday 12th December 2022 4pm - 7pm 

The public consultation event took place at South Cerney Village Hall, School Lane, South Cerney. 

6 display boards, which can be found in Appendix 4, provided details of the development plans. 

Data displayed on the exhibition boards were predicted values at the time of the public exhibition 

and may have evolved following further detailed assessments. 

               Board topics included: 

• About Acorn Bioenergy 
• What is Anaerobic Digestion? 
• The site 
• Location 
• Next steps 
• Key benefits 

 

 

Overall, 67 people attended the exhibition. 

Drop-in attendees were able to examine the display boards and engage with team members from 

Acorn Bioenergy and Instinctif Partners, who discussed the plans and answered questions.  

A bespoke feedback form for the consultation was produced and made available at the drop-in 

event. The feedback form included a section marked ‘Your views on the proposal’, offering people 

the opportunity to leave their comments. The feedback form also publicised the website. This can 

be found in Appendix 5.  

https://www.ashtonkeynesgreenenergy.com/


 

 

Acorn Bioenergy                           Anaerobic Digestion plant at Ashton Keynes 

Statement of Community Involvement   March 2023

 

  
 Page 7 of 30 

4.16. All attendees were encouraged to complete the feedback forms and either drop them in the ballot 

box at the event or return them by post or by email before the closing date of 4 January 2023. An 

online feedback form was also available on the website. A copy of the feedback form can be found 

in Appendix 5. 67 people signed in, returning 12 feedback forms on the day. As of 27 January 

2023, there have also been 7 website responses and 6 emails, as well as one phone call about the 

plans. 

4.17. Post and email 

A postal address was provided on the feedback form. Respondents could also make email contact 

via the consultation website.  

5.0 Community and stakeholder engagement feedback 

Feedback analysis of comments from local community 

5.1. On the feedback form, respondents were asked for their opinions on the proposals, whether they 

supported renewable energy generation in their area and what their preferred form of energy 

generation was. Below is a list of key themes raised through feedback received via email, feedback 

forms and responses on the project website.  

5.2. Key themes raised: 

9

2

1
4

2

3 3

4

3

5

THEMES
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Qualitative Analysis of comments from community respondents 

5.3. Acorn Bioenergy and its project team had detailed conversations with the majority of attendees at 

the public exhibition. The main feedback related to whether traffic would travel through Ashton 

Keynes or South Cerney, along with people questioning the choice of location. There has also been 

a high amount of supportive comments received throughout the consultation. 

5.4. The feedback analysis identified a number of specific issues of interest or concern, as tabled in 

frequency order in Table 1 below. Acorn Bioenergy responses to these comments can be found in 

section 6. 

5.5. The questions asked by Acorn at the public consultation were:  

• “What are your views on our proposals?”  
• “Do you support renewable energy generation in your local area?” 
• “What would your preferred form of energy generation in your local area be?” 

Some of the comments received at the exhibition by members of the public are below: 

Traffic:  

• “The traffic consideration is my main concern. The only route to the proposed site is 
from the A441 along Spine road”. 

• TRAFFIC??.. Issues with spine road.”. 
• “I am particularly concerned about the traffic management plan for this site”. 
• “Concerns over traffic both on site and during construction,” 

Beneficial to community/supportive:  

• “Overall it's a brilliant way of providing environmentally - friendly energy sources.” 
• “I think it’s a good proposal.” 
• “The process seems great way to support farmers and farming, creating usable domestic 

gas from farm waste. Added bonus it creates natural fertiliser to improve soil and crop 
production. Win/win” 

• “Seems a good idea no objection.” 

Site selection: 

• “Inappropriate site setting in a conservationist and tourist area.” 
• “Location should take into account prevailing winds and proximity to large inhabited 

places and schools.” 
• “Strongly object to this being located so close to South Cerney.”  
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6.0 Acorn Bioenergy responses to feedback   

6.1  Table of Acorn Bioenergy responses to comments received  

The below table outlines Acorn Bioenergy’s response to the most common themes raised during the public 

consultation and in the subsequent online feedback responses.  

Theme Acorn Bioenergy   
Traffic congestion/access 
concerns 

Vehicle access will be served off Ashton Road. 
 
Traffic levels are likely to average 35 HGV/tractor deliveries per day, 
predominantly between local farms. This equates to 3-4 arrivals and 3-4 
departures per hour, based on a 10 hour day. 
Vehicles will route to/from local farms and product destinations. This will 
primarily be to/from the B4696 Spine Road East. No vehicle traffic will need to 
go through Ashton Keynes unless to serve local fields, as per existing 
agricultural practices. 
 
A Transport Statement has been prepared which will accompany the planning 
application. This has assessed that the impact on the road network from the 
proposals in terms of road safety, highway operation and/or network capacity 
will be negligible and as such the proposal is considered acceptable in 
highways and transportation terms. 
 
For any further information please refer to the Transport Statement that has 
been submitted alongside the planning application.  

Supportive We are glad that we have received many positive comments from members of 
the local community. We believe the plant will be beneficial to the local 
community (and indeed the UK as a whole) as it will produce a green gas that 
can fuel homes and HGVs, helping to reduce carbon emissions and help the 
UK meet its net zero targets. It will also produce high quality digestate fertiliser 
which can be used on local farms and CO2 which can be sold to local 
businesses, ensuring a security of supply.  
 
There will also be positive economic impacts to the area, local contractors will 
be employed during construction and for ongoing operational aspects of the 
facility.  

Site selection The site is in the right location for a number of reasons. Firstly, the site has 
been chosen due to its rural location and close proximity to feedstock that will 
supply the site. Locating an agricultural plant close to agricultural land will 
achieve this and ensure Acorn Bioenergy remain carbon-negative.  
 
If the site was located on an industrial estate, the movement of feedstocks to 
the plant would vastly increase agricultural movements through residential 
areas. Acorn Bioenergy is aiming to minimise traffic through residential areas.  



 

 

Acorn Bioenergy                           Anaerobic Digestion plant at Ashton Keynes 

Statement of Community Involvement   March 2023

 

  
 Page 10 of 30 

 
7.0 Next steps 

7.1. Following submission of the planning application, Wiltshire Council will continue to consult 

interested parties including local residents by keeping the various consultation channels open and 

responding to resident emails and phone calls. 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 – A4 invitation letter sent to 2,576 residential and business addresses 

Appendix 2 – Mailing area for invitation letter  

Appendix 3 – Screenshot from the website: https://www.ashtonkeynesgreenenergy.com/ 

Appendix 4 – Exhibition boards shown at the drop-in event on 12 December 2022 

Appendix 5 – Feedback form  

Appendix 6 – Screenshot of the online feedback page from the website   

Appendix 7 – Photos from the exhibition 

 

https://www.ashtonkeynesgreenenergy.com/
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Appendix 1 – Invitation sent to 2,576 local residential and business addresses 
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 Appendix 2 – Consultation area for the invitation letter to the exhibition 
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Appendix 3 –Screenshots from website  
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*Note- data displayed on the website were predicted values at the time of the public exhibition and may 
have evolved following further detailed assessments. 
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Appendix 4 – Exhibition boards shown at the drop-in event – 28 November 2022 
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*Please note data displayed on the exhibition boards were predicted values at the time of the public 
exhibition and may have evolved following further detailed assessments.  
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Appendix 5 – Feedback form from the 12 December 2022 exhibition  
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Appendix 6 – Screenshot of the online feedback page from the project website   
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Appendix 7 – Photos from the exhibition 
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