
 

 

Response to: Developmentmanagement@wiltshire.gov.uk (Planning Response) 
 
Planning Ref: 20/03641/OUT 

 
Email:   Planning.liaison@wessexwater.co.uk 

Proposal: 
 

Outline application for up 
to 100 dwellings and a 
care home (Class C2 
Use) of up to 64 beds 
(up to 3,750 sqm), as 
well as vehicular access 
from the A363. Matters 
to be considered: Access 
into the site. *Amended 
plans sent 16/02/22 
 

Our Ref ST85NE/ 406 

Location: 
 

Land South of White 
Horse Business Park, 
Trowbridge 
 

Date: 25 February 2022 

 

Thank you for consulting us with regards to the amended plans submitted for the application, it would appear that 
Wessex Water has not previously commented on this planning application, however, correspondence has been 
ongoing with the developer with regards to the proposal.  

Existing Services 

There is a strategic 450mm water main crossing this site,  

In accordance with Wessex Water Policy, there must be no buildings within a minimum of 3m either side of the 
strategic water main and no tree planting within a minimum of 6m.   This includes no surface water attenuation 
features and associated earthworks in the easement strip. The water main must not run through enclosed private rear 
gardens, it must be within a 6m (3m either side) open access easement strip or roads.  Wessex Water require 
unrestricted access to maintain and repair our apparatus. 

The formation of SuDS features over the pressurised main or within the 6m ‘stand-off’ distance would not be 
permitted.  Changes in ground levels resulting in additional loading or excavation can lead to instability in the 
pressurised pipe which is carrying large volumes of water.  Also, in carrying out our statutory duties to repair and 
maintain to the public main we must not be obstructed, hampered or restricted by a SuDS feature that in itself may at 
any time be fulfilling a necessary stormwater role.   We do not wish to be responsible for maintaining the integrity of 
a SuDS system when attending to our water supply assets. Accordingly, it is advised that any SuDS features and changes 
to ground levels must not be undertaken within the strategic water main corridor. 

The applicant will need to agree protection arrangements for the existing 300m public foul sewer which crosses the 
site (6m easement).  Any damage to our apparatus by third parties will result in a compensation claim. 

All apparatus must be accurately located on site and marked on deposited drawings.   

A map showing all known Wessex Water Assets within the area of the proposed site is attached at the bottom of this 
response.  Additional maps can be obtained from our website Mapping enquiries (wessexwater.co.uk) 

 

 



Foul Drainage  

Wessex Water will accommodate domestic type foul flows in the public foul sewer with connections made on a size 
for size basis, Developers fund the cost of connecting to the nearest ‘size for size’ sewer and Wessex Water will manage 
the sewer network to accommodate foul flows from granted development. We fund this through our infrastructure 
charging arrangements.   
 
Upon grant of planning Wessex Water will need to undertake further review of the foul sewer networks as cumulative 
development in the catchment may exceed capacity in local systems. 
 
The point of connection to the public network is by application and agreement with Wessex Water and subject 
to satisfactory engineering proposals constructed to current adoptable standards.  The developer should contact the 
local development team development.north@wessexwater.co.uk  to agree proposals for the Section 104 and submit 
details for technical review prior to construction.    
 
Please Note:  No surface water runoff or land drainage will be accepted into the foul sewer either directly or 
indirectly.  

 

Surface Water Drainage 

Surface water runoff will need to be managed in accordance with the SuDs hierarchy and NPPF. Wessex Water will be 
looking for a full suite of SuDS components to be considered and included in the proposals for the capture, storage 
and discharge of surface water runoff.   Discharge rates and volumes will need to be agreed and approved by the LLFA. 

National planning policy requires SuDS to provide multifunctional benefits, where possible. There are four main 
categories of benefits that can be achieved by SuDS: water quantity, water quality, amenity and biodiversity. These 
are referred to as the four pillars of SuDS design. 

The applicant is proposing a system of attenuation basins with a controlled discharge to watercourse for the drainage 
of surface water runoff from this site.  

Adoption 
Wessex Water can adopt SuDS features as part of a surface water sewer network, SuDS schemes will be required to 
have full S104 technical approval and full planning approval before construction work begins. All drainage design 
requirements for the site (discharge rates, attenuation, climate change etc.) must be agreed, in consultation with the 
Local Planning Authority / Lead Local Flood Authority, prior to the submission of a formal S104 application.   Adoption 
is by agreement with Wessex Water and subject to satisfactory engineering proposals constructed to current 
adoptable standards.    More detailed information and guidance for adoptable standards can be found on our 
Developer Services Web Pages Sector guidance on sewerage and water adoption agreements (wessexwater.co.uk)  

Please Note:   No surface water runoff or land drainage will be accepted into the public foul sewer either directly or 
indirectly.  
 

Water Infrastructure 

Wessex Water will provide a point of connection for new water mains to be laid into the development site, either 
through a Section 41 agreement or a self-lay arrangement.   

Developers may connect to our water network on a size for size basis at their cost and Wessex Water will undertake 
any network reinforcement that may be required to accommodate granted development, this is funded through our 
infrastructure charging arrangements.  Upon grant of planning Wessex Water will undertake a modelling exercise to 
determine the impact on our network and manage any necessary improvements. 

For more details and guidance for applying to connect to our networks please see our website: 
https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/services/building-and-developing/building-multiple-properties-or-large-
developments 
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