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FOR THE ATTENTION OF DAVID COX – CASE OFFICER

Department Services, WCC

PLANNING APPLICATION 20/03641/OUT

I am writing to you in connection with the above Planning Application. As residents of North Bradley my wife and I wish to raise the following concerns with the proposal. I trust they will be registered with other similar letters on the website, and considered carefully by your Department. 

1.
This proposal must take account of the North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan (NBNP), a plan developed carefully and endorsed by our Parish Council with strong representation from residents and elements of the village, including several public consultation meetings. We note that endorsement of the NBNP is on hold due to COVID-19, but it still carries weight with proposals like this one having passed its Regulation 16 Stage.. 

2.
This proposed development would be on the “green belt margin” that separates North Bradley from Trowbridge: building here would effectively merge the parish boundaries directly contravening Wiltshire Council’s own policy commitment in the Wiltshire Core Strategy 2015 to maintain that separation. So WCC should respond to this and must make every effort to ensure the identity of North Bradley is maintained.     

3.
The NBNP includes a clause that states quite clearly that this village will only support sustainable development of the numbers of houses and residential places proposed here. There are 2 particular concerns that must be addressed by Wiltshire County Council and Trowbridge Town Council in considering this Application: these are roads and traffic and community facilities. 

4.
Roads and Traffic: The site proposed would be on a route which is already heavily congested to dangerous levels. The traffic flow analyses and diagrams seem to take no account of the Bradley Road Retail Park and its effects on the traffic (exit and entry not marked). Clearly they have been drawn up without actually observing these roads at busy times as stated: Wiltshire County & Trowbridge Councils have allowed the retail outlets and fast food developments in the Retail Park to grow without making any realistic provision to ease the traffic flow on the single entry and exit. 

a.
During peak rush-hour and shopping times the road layout often gives rise to VERY DANGEROUS TRAFFIC MANOEUVRES with vehicles attempting to overtake queuing traffic, including buses and HGVs, against oncoming vehicles.  

b.
All traffic exiting this retail area has to go to the roundabout where traffic is often gridlocked already on the A363 to and from the White Horse Business Park. Furthermore, this often leads to the north-south road through North Bradley being used as a rat-run by people from the Business Park

c.
No improvements appear to have been made to the diagrams shown at the Consultation Event held in North Bradley on 7 January, where these points were raised.

The extra housing and Care Home will only increase all these problems, bringing extra residential vehicles as well as employees and suppliers traffic  to the Care Home, and there will be an inevitable increase in pollution. These situations will be exacerbated even further in the long term by the huge West Ashton development when that happens.

(We note the comments by Mark Wiltshire, Major Projects Officer Sustainable Transport. However, it is hoped that he will now go back to the Proposers to comment on the lack of the Retail Park junction and its effects as above, and also to comment that many of the analysis charts and diagrams are without explanatory keys, so they are unintelligible to the general public). 

5.
The site is a green space important to Wiltshire’s commitment to support and maintain wildlife and the varying habitats. Its position makes it an important wildlife corridor between green spaces and woodlands to the east and west. These green spaces are valued hugely by all of us and their continued erosion should be judged very carefully. .

6.
This proposed development would have a further unacceptable impact on community infrastructure – this is specifically mentioned in the endorsed North Bradley Neighbourhood Development Plan. Schools, medical practices, both doctors and dentists, as well as Policing are already over capacity in Trowbridge and surrounding villages. Added to this, there are no additional employment  prospects or positions: therefore all this extra housing and Care Home would do is add to the commuting problem placing a heavy strain on traffic levels, pollution and noise on through routes south to Westbury and the A36, west through North Bradley and Southwick onto the A36 to Bath and then north to the M4, and finally east to Melksham and the M4: Councillors will recognize that ALL these routes are stretched already to the limits, and there are no plans for bypass routes.  

7.
Finally, there are brown-field sites in the centre of Trowbridge far more suitable for development of housing, such as the former Bowyers site. People housed here would have good access to public transport by train and bus for commuting, and immediate access to the town centre facilities without needing to use vehicles. This would add life to the community instead of spreading further and further into the countryside. Trowbridge Town Council, as well as WCC, should be addressing this. 

For all these reasons we believe that the proposed development should not be approved UNTIL WCC Development Services, Planning Department and Sustainable Services can assure us as to the following:

a.
Extra schooling will be provided. It is no good relying on the future Ashton Park development for this. Note: these new residents will have to use the Bradley Road at peak times to access schools.  

b.
The roads must be improved NOW on the Bradley Road, and well BEFORE more housing is approved bringing more traffic and increased dangerous congestion.

c.
That the simple cheaper option of development on green-field sites is not being approved to avoid use of brown-field sites. 

If developers want to build houses to meet the increasing demand, the Council that represents all of us should encourage them to do it in such a way as to support Trowbridge and its community, not simply add to existing problems. Finally, we hope that the Applicants, and Trowbridge Town Council, are not simply relying on boundary changes proposed in the current CGR to push through applications such as this one. .
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