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	Lynn and Bill Harmsworth – 52 Woodmarsh, North Bradley.

Objection to the planning application 20/03641/OUT by Castlewood Property Ventures Ltd – Outline application for up to 100 dwellings and a care home of up to 64 beds, land south of White Horse Business Park nr Trowbridge.

We wish to object to this planning application for the following nine reasons.

1. It is contrary to Wiltshire Core Strategy.

2. It is contrary to the policies of the National Planning Policy Framework. 

3. This application should not be considered in isolation of other adjacent proposed development.

4. The proposed development is located in open countryside and would detract from the rural character of the area.

5. It is contrary to the North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan.

6. Housing already proposed for North Bradley will meet current needs.

7. The local road infrastructure is barely coping with the current traffic.

8. The proposed use of Little Common Lane.

9. Ecological impact

1. It is contrary to Wiltshire Core Strategy 2015 as follows:

Core Policy 1. Para 4.15. ‘At the settlements identified as villages, a limited level of development will be supported in order to help retain the vitality of these communities. At Large Villages settlement boundaries are retained and development will predominantly take the form of small housing and employment sites within the settlement boundaries.’

Core Policy 27.  Paragraph 5.150: ‘It is recognised that the villages surrounding Trowbridge, particularly Hilperton, Southwick , NORTH BRADLEY and West Ashton, have separate and distinct identities as villages. Open countryside should be maintained to protect the character and identity of these villages as separate communities.’  

Core Policy 29. ‘Development proposals in the Trowbridge Community will need to demonstrate how the relevant issues and considerations listed in para 5.150 will be addressed.’  See Core Policy 27 above.

Core Policy 50. ‘All development proposals shall incorporate appropriate measures to avoid and reduce disturbance of sensitive wildlife species and habitats throughout the lifetime of the development.’

Core Policy 51. ‘Development on the edges of towns and villages will be broadly controlled in line with Core Policy 3 (Delivery Strategy). However the principal pressure on the landscape arising from new development is erosion of the separate identity, character, visual and functional amenity of settlements and their setting, and impacts on the open countryside.’  

‘There is a need to protect the distinct character and identity of the villages and settlements in Wiltshire.’

2.  It is contrary to the policies of the National Planning Policy Framework taken as a whole.  Government recommendations were that villages should be able to retain their identities, rather than be swallowed up into neighbouring towns.  Villages are quintessentially English, part of our history and culture.

3. This application should not be considered in isolation, as there has been a proposal for dwelling development in the adjoining fields.

4.  The proposed development is located in open countryside and would detract from the rural character of the area and would result in the urbanisation of the rural landscape.  Currently the land is used for pasture farming with sheep and cattle. The current wildlife is diverse and includes badgers and reptiles.  With adjacent development work proposed to the planning application, these creatures will be unable to transit to a new habitat.  The Bechstein bats feeding corridor will be compromised.  The bat population is recognised in Core Policy 27 page 183 ‘Woodland sites to the south east of Trowbridge support a breeding population of Bechstein bats.’

5. It is contrary to the North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan indicates areas suitable for development. This planning proposal shows houses sited in both fields not just the one adjoining the business park as shown in the Neighbourhood  Plan.  NORTH BRADLEY WISHES TO RETAIN ITS RURAL BUFFER TO KEEP ITS VILLAGE IDENTITY,  AND NOT BE MERGED WITH TROWBRIDGE.   The Neighbourhood Plan has also incorporated Wiltshire Council’s bat corridor study recommendations which have not been considered in Castlewood Property Ventures Ltd planning application.

6. Housing already proposed for North Bradley, within the settlement boundary, of 25 houses planned for Woodmarsh are more than enough to accommodate immediate local needs as demonstrated in the Rural Housing Needs Survey and Site Selection Report.  However, in addition there are 200 houses proposed for the Elm Grove Farm site.  Further to this, since the completion of the North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan, an application (Reference 19/01835/PNCOU) to convert offices in Block A of The Pavillions (vacant Virgin building) to 35 homes has been received by Wiltshire Council. The remaining 2 Blocks and car park separately are up for sale so we have yet to see further planning applications (although permission is not need to convert offices into homes). Currently work is well underway with the development of Block B into homes.  Work on Block C is also underway and is expected to become a cultural centre. The Pavillions’ large car park is expected to be partitioned off for individual small commercial unit development.   In addition to this windfall development at The Pavillions, there have already been planning proposals for 175 homes in the fields behind Woodmarsh. The amount of proposed building in North Bradley already far exceeds the expectations required from large villages!

7. As Wiltshire Council are aware, the local road infrastructure is barely coping with the current traffic.  The Spitfire Retail Park has added considerably to the traffic problems on Bradley Road and exiting traffic is not permitted to turn right due to the danger.  Extra housing and employment will only exacerbate the problems. 

8. The developer’s “Wider Site Allocation Masterplan” shows the use of little Common Lane for vehicular access to the site, despite it being deemed unsuitable at the beginning of January 2020. 

An email from Mark Wiltshire, Major Projects Officer Sustainable Transport at Wiltshire Council, dated 03/01/20 states that ‘Common Lane is unlikely to be accepted for any development general vehicular access. The end result for Common Lane will be emergency access for vehicles, access to the existing Common Lane properties, and development pedestrian and cycle access only.’ This e-mail is attached to the online planning docket under Documentation – Wilts Highway. 

9.  Ecological Impact

We would like to add to the ecological survey that in our garden, approximately 100 metres from the proposed development, we have seen green woodpeckers, little owls and also a nuthatch which were not mentioned in the reports.  Buzzards have nested in our oak tree, the nest is still evident, and we also have foxes and deer regularly passing through the garden.  This wildlife must also be visiting, or resident  in, the fields in question.

The ecological impact survey lists most impacts as ‘not significant’, however we do not feel that these fields should be evaluated in isolation.  Huge areas of green fields on the outskirts of Trowbridge have either been developed for housing or are earmarked for future housing by Wiltshire Council with the resultant loss of wildlife habitat.  This means that any further loss of countryside is contributing to a MAJOR IMPACT on wildlife rather than ‘not significant’.   Where is the wildlife supposed to move to?  How is it supposed to thrive?  

It is known that the usually small gardens on densely populated housing areas do not support wildlife and birds are very infrequent visitors.  The public realms on modern estates, although often attractively laid out, are also under pressure as they are frequently not large enough for the dense population.  People, quite naturally, are using the areas for walking, picnics, cycling, ball games, exercise, family activities, dog walking etc, none of which are conducive to a thriving wildlife population. 

Promoting mental health has been a positive focus of attention in the media over recent months, with people being encouraged to visit green spaces to improve well being.  The loss of so much green space in the Trowbridge area means that pressure is put on the remaining, diminishing green spaces and woods by increasing people visiting, which in turn puts even more pressure on the wildlife that  take refuge in these areas.  During the recent Covid 19 lockdown, the media were reporting how much people had enjoyed rediscovering nature and listening to the bird song.   People and wildlife need space!

VAST SWATHES OF COUNTRYSIDE IN THE TROWBRIDGE RURAL AREAS ARE DUE TO BE COVERED IN CONCRETE IN THE NEAR FUTURE.  ONCE THESE GREEN FIELDS ARE BUILT ON THEY ARE LOST FOREVER!
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