	
	Online Comments

	Application No:
	20/03641/OUT

	
	FOR THE ATTENTION OF DAVID COX – CASE OFFICER

Department Services, WCC

PLANNING APPLICATION 20/03641/OUT

We are writing to you in connection with the above Planning Application. 

As residents of North Bradley, my Mum and I wish to raise our concerns and strongly object to the proposal.

The village school will not be able to accommodate additional children should these houses be built.  Where are they supposed to go?

At peak times eg work and school drop off and pick up traffic can be backed right up to the football field from Trowbridge town Centre. Adding additional pressure to this would only cause further disruption and pollution.  Not forgetting the traffic that also backs up from Yarnbrook in North Bradley.

Expanding the population in North Bradley without increasing the infrastructure locally (and in Trowbridge) to support the added capacity in other areas like GP surgeries, dentists, chemists would impact not only the residents of North Bradley but those surrounding and in Trowbridge also.

In the current circumstances (Covid-19) the residents of North Bradley have been denied the right to object through the media of a public meeting and we feel that a concerning amount of residents do not know how to object on line.

The plan is too close to Woodmarsh and does not take into account the landscape gap. 

We are also very concerned with access to the development.  We did not feel that any considerations have been taken into account of how to access the development and we weren''t even sure any monitoring of the area was conducted.  Both access points in our opinion do not seem well thought out or even considered given Little Common is a single carriage way and only passing places would be put in.  We would also worry about Woodmarsh becoming a rat run.

There are areas/brown-field sites in the centre of Trowbridge far more suitable for building houses etc, such as the former Bowyers site. People housed here would have good access to public transport by train and bus for commuting, and quick access to the town centre without needing to use vehicles. Surely a benefit to those working in Bath, Bristol and further afield to gain affordable homes with excellent public transport links? Surely a really attractive selling point?  This would add life to the community instead of spreading further and further into the countryside and swallowing up the surrounding villages. Trowbridge Town Council, as well as WCC, should be addressing this. 

If developers want to build houses to meet the increasing demand, the Council that represents all of us should encourage them to do it in such a way as to support Trowbridge and its community, not simply add to existing problems. 

We as residents of North Bradley wish to retain its buffer to keep our identity and not be merged with Trowbridge, as I am sure the other villages would say the same also.  Open countryside should be kept to protect the character, wildlife, the  Bechstein bats and feeding corridor and identity of our and other local villages as separate communities.  

Finally, we hope that the Applicants, and Trowbridge Town Council, are not simply relying on boundary changes proposed in the current CGR to push through applications such as this one.
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