




1st July 2020

Our Ref: SWLC.LPC.4340
Your Ref: 20/03641/OUT

Wiltshire Council (Central)        BY EMAIL
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BA14 8JN

For the attention of Mr D Cox

Dear Mr Cox

Town and Country Planning Act 1990
Re: Land South of White Horse Business Park, Trowbridge BA14 0XB

I am writing in respect of the above referenced application and on behalf of Mr Bowles; the landowner, regarding the southern part of the combined allocation site in question (Reference: H2.2).

As you will be aware the Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan policy for this allocation requires that development takes place in accordance with a masterplan, approved by your Council as part of the planning application process.  Moreover, the supporting text at paragraph 5.40 seeks a comprehensive approach to the site’s development.

Given the stated need to agree a masterplan it is of course acknowledged that one is presented, albeit that as a key party my client has not been actively engaged in the process essential to underpin the current application. As you will see my client’s land is indicated to be open space, presumably helping to maintain the area’s open rural setting, heritage considerations and providing an open space amenity function.

The allocation’s piecemeal development, associated with the current partial development scheme runs the risk that by making such a staged application, (and it is noted that it is said Linden Homes are preparing to make a separate application for the land in the middle of the allocation site) it could inadvertently mean that although a vital part of the masterplan, the management and other potential conditional controls related to the open space area are missed, being outside the red-lined application site(s). 

The allocation’s Green Infrastructure, clearly identified by the masterplan, should be made an integral part of the application process (even if this is presented in a phased manner) and notwithstanding that my client has not 



been involved with the master planning of his land, or that the scheme now
presented does not on its face appear to satisfy the Neighbourhood Plan’s aspirations a comprehensive application is required and a single red-lined application site should be presented allowing the masterplan to be agreed as part of the application process.

As said, it is fully understood that large housing schemes are often developed in a phased manner but delivery of an integrated proposal must be presented in the round to ensure the overall commitments proportionally to matters such as affordable housing and education are deliverable at the necessary levels. By excluding my client’s land from an overall red-lined application site the needs for Green Infrastructure (POS etc) could be lost from the masterplan as an integral aspect of the policy requirements, making it nugatory.

I trust these brief comments are clear but if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

  

Yours sincerely
[image: ]
Simon Chambers
Director

Enc.


Cc Mr Bowles
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